
GASPE OF YESTERDAY

THE FIRST GAOL AND COURT HALL

New careisle

Provided for by an Act of the Legislature

in 1808 and ratified by His Majesty-in-

Council in 1810 , the first Gaol and Court

Hall in the District of Gaspe at New Car

lisle was erected under the supervision of

Commissioners William Crawford and William

LeMaistre.
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FIRST GAOL AND COURT HALL AT NEW CARLISLE

FOREWORD

The article, "BRITISH INFLUENCE IN GASPESIA", of this

GASPE OF YESTERDAY series, recalled that the introduction of the

British system of Justice to Gaspesia followed upon the Treaty of

Paris in 1763. The earliest step was the appointment of Justices

of the Peace whose mandate was to maintain peace and good order

in their respective communities. This was no easy task,for in

addition to the inevitable disputes and crimes within the various

settlements the summer fishing season brought great nimibers of

seamen and fishermen to Gaspesian shores. Rum was plentiful and

made for rough and ready times. Tradition holds that both New

Carlisle and Perce had whipping posts to which lawbreakers were

bound to be punished by the lash.

In 1777 "the first appointment of a Judge in the

District of Gaspe is reflected in the following extract of a

letter of Governor Haldimand to Felix O'Hara of Gaspe Basin:

"...to show you,however,1 am not unmindful of the people's

interests and your deserts, 1 propose sending you down a

Commission of Judge of that District on that coast...you will

execute it, 1 am persuaded, to the best of your ability, for

the King's service and for the satisfaction of the loyal part

of His subjects. Only L ICQ sterling is allowed for it..."

The instructions that accompanied O'Hara's Commission as Judge

required that he proceed to convene a Court of Justice, appoint

a Court Clerk, a Sheriff or Bailiff and a Crier.
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Felix O'Hara's appointment as Judge coincided with perilous

times in Gaspesia. The American Revolutionary War brought raids

by privateers from New England on the fishery and settlements of

the District of Gaspe. Survival took precedence over creation of

Courts and Justice procedures. But the War had a positive aspect

in bringing to Gaspesia a significant number of United Empire

Loyalists as new, permanent settlers. They brought with them

strong traditions of British justice. The Mann family alone

would give Gaspesia its first Sheriff in the person of Thomas

Mann and a fellow Judge for Felix O'Hara in the person of Isaac

Mann,Jr. From another Loyalist family, Amasa Beebe would give long

and able service as Court Clerk.

In the period from 1785 to 1805 a series of increasingly urgent

petitions and representations were made to the Government at Quebec

by Gaspesians for a gaol and court hall. Then, as now, govemment

action was slow but in 1808 an Act was passed by the Provincial

Parliament to erect a gaol and court hall at New Carlisle. To

implement the provisions of this Act two Gaspesian Commissioners

were appointed - William Crawford and William LeMaistre.

PETITION OF That the Petitioners were named by His Excellency

COMMISSIONERS James Craig to the Office of Commissioners for

FEB.8^1817 erecting the Gaol and Court Hall at New Carlisle

immediately after the Act of the Provincial Parl-

iment of 1808, being sanctioned by Mis Majesty in

Council in 1810,enacting the srection of the same;

and that they preceded to take every necessary measure for carrying

into execution the directions of the said Act,and as they were more
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particularly instructed thereon,from time to time hy His Majesty's

Provincial Government.

That the Petitioners represent that the Bill which was the found

ation of the said Act, contained only,at first, the proposal of

a plan for building the said Gaol and Court Hall on a Stone Found

ation and the walls to be of Cedar Logs, yet when the matter came

to be taken into consideration, it was deemed proper to insert an

additional clause giving authority to the Provincial Government to

extend the said plan,regulating the construction of the Walls to be

either of Wood or partly.of Wood and Stone or wholly of Stone and

which alteration being made and reported by a Committee was unanim

ously adopted by the House and now forms part of the Act.

That His Majesty's Provincial Government having been pleased to

direct the Petitioners to build the said Gaol and Court Hall after

the manner of the latter part of the aforesaid alternative,viz: that

the Walls should be built of Stone; the Petitioners did accordingly

contract with a Master Mason for the same on the best and most

advantageous terms they could then procure,and have also since given

every attention to all other parts of the work required for the

completing and finishing of the said Gaol and Court Hall in the

purchasing of various materials from Quebec and the employment of

Carpenters, Blacksmiths, Labourers ere.

That the Petitioners humbly represent that the total amoimt that has

been appriopriated for the erecting of the premises by Acts of the

Provincial Parliament has been L 2100,which was granted at two differ

ent times,to wit - the sirni of L 1000 by the original Act and the

remaining part, the sum of L 1100 by an amending Act in 181^ and

the Petitioners were led to make the application for that additional
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sum as the previous grant was simply a calculation of the presumed

expense that would be incurred if the Walls of the Gaol and Court

Hall were built wholly of Cedar Logs,and therefore the said pecun

iary provision had no reference to any of the other plans in the

alternatives introduced in the Act, the most expensive,as well as

the most useful of these having been adopted.

The Petitioners have already signed a Petition

to this House dated 7th May instant setting

forth the amount of the expenditiire that has

been contracted and that the said expenditure

consisted of actual disbursement to the amount

of i, 2195 ^ 8and lA

And likewise of a sum owing to sundry persons,

as settled with them and booked to their credit L 115 19 5a-nd 3/^

Outstanding to sundry persons which are not yet

ascertained or settled, viz: Andrew Caldwell,for

Blacksmith Work, Robert and Andrew Caldwell for

Carpenter Work, Nicolas Renouf for Carpenter Work,

Amasa Beebe for Cedar Posts and Barn i. 135 10 0

i 2kk6 1^ 2

Estimate of the expenditure necessary for

completing and finishing the Gaol and Court

Hall as of May 7th, I8I6 L 889 10 0

Further expenses 38 10 0

i 337^^ 1^ 2

Grants of 1808 and i, 2100 o 0

Sum required to complete and finish i 127^ 1^ 2
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THE PETITION OF WILLIAM CRAWFORD

AND WILLIAM LE MAISTRE

GOIVIMISSIONERS FOR ERECTING THE

GAOL AND COURT HALL AT NEW CARLISLE,

IN THE DISTRICT OF GASPE AND PROVINCE

OF LOWER CANADA.

APPENDIX "T" OF THE JOURNAL OF THE

LEGISLATURE OF LOWER CANADA FOR 1821.
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5 Gco. IV". ( lApperidi3i:Tr(n[\)

To 0«c Rlg1*t n<mo«tRblo'th« ,K«rl of J)a!hou»lf, C«pt«in Ocnfml nhd
Ooforiior In Chirf In ami ov«r the I'rovincrs'of X»nV<*r CnnndniI. tOVwi■•VI ••• ill wvi •UTinvr® "• 111' Jk^ifwvr' ■'vflfmUflI

Upper (!«n«dB, Nova ScotU, New nruoftwSek^ the liUiul of New
foundland, &c. Clc, Set, tin J Vice Admiral of the sntnc, dtc. dcO. ^C.!

The retition of Wllllnftt Crawford hnd WlllMhi Le Mniitre, ih« i«a<
]<)ii«y of the Comoiinloner# for erecting the Gaol and Court Hall nt
New Carlide, in tin; DUtrlct of Gatpif and IVovincc uf Lovrer Ctinadtt,

Iliimhly .Slicweih,

Tli«< l^ordildp'a rctltioneri liaVc been at great palna to prennrd
an r.ntimnte of the total Kaprnwa rteceavary to the completing and (U
niihing t!»c nforeiald Gaol and Court Hall at Now Cnrliaie, and to nr-'
rnnge the lame under the rctpccilvc hcadr, which arc principally, tlio
disciicrginit of ceriaiii advance! made hy the icnlor CommiMioncr, he-
tldea otli<?i ariear* duo (trtdaaoien. Th* Cionptelliig and iinldilng tlin
building. 'I'ho erecting of a itono wall to (iirruund the nrcmiiea, 'I'lie
erecting uf cerlftlu ucoc!tary oul-houtcs to he built of the tualetlid of
dtonr, Ac. Ac. Ac, forming att amount of three thmtrand and two hun
dred pounda currency, and which^anid Kitlmnte is he;euntu annexed,

That your I.otdthip'il Petition'rrn think it their duty toitnle, that the
circumstance of that part of the above building dcatincd for a Gaol be
ing Irfi nnn» for th« niecpilnn of IM«tiiierA for sevrtal yrma paoi fiom
the want of funda hat been truly fell «« a public grievance within the
District of fiasp^, the impunity operating in the prudiictiun of ollcn-
CfS.

May it llivreforo please your,Lortliiiip to take the prnmltei Into con-
»if!crat ion, and to dispose thereof as in your great wisdom may ^sccm lit
and proper, and your Lordship's rctilioucri a? in duty bound will ever
humbly pray. -

WILI.IAM CRAWFORD.
WIILIAM LLMAISTRE.'.

Carlclon, 28lh July, l520.

GENERAL ESTIMATE—GAOL and COURT HALL.

First. For the completing and fiiilsbing the Gaol and Court Hall as
it is now erected, measuring forty-eight feet by thirty-two feet, will re
quire nearly less, or more, ^ . jffSOO 0 0

N. II. There is a good deal to be done m the inside
I Court Hall, as In the second flooringsof the Gaol and

of-tbc first and second stories, ,j*m| the I\ooring of ""c
attic stoiy to be bud: the partitions of the offices of
.lodgc and Magi8tr.mcs, Clerk and Sheriff's,'doors of
the second story, benches or scats for the accommodati
on of P.irlics, Wilncssses or others attending on bit-
linrsi in the Court Uull, Judge and MagiHrates' lleucli,
Wimcssca' Ilox, Jury lloxei, Dcski, Ilcncbcs and
other fittings up in the Jury llooms and In the above
OHices. Ac. King's Arms over Judjte and Magiatrates*
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llcnch, removing'lron Gratingii to Ux ihcm in the part
of the window opcniiigs» 'where the iKmc is hard, and
making squares of Iron for each set of gratings, so'
as the same may be fastened by bolts, will occasion the
purchase of Iron and work of a Ulacksmith, a drain^on
the outside of the Gaol for,the Privy made in the inside
thereof, to be made of Mason work, Cic &c. &c.

681.

GAOL WALL.

Second. The bulldiqg of a slono wall is necessary for
the security of the Gaol, and whichts to take in the well
wliich IS distant from the front of the building forty-
three feet must be of the dimensions of 1()(> feet from
North to South, and 106 feet from East to West is also
requisite, so that access may be had for a carriage be
tween the Gable and the Wall, and also as it may be ne
cessary to build a Wing or small Out House or Out
Houses to each Gable birthc purposes of washing, ba
king, storing provisions for the prisoners, depositing
Records of Court, a Privy, as represented more parti
cularly in the following item. ^

FOUNDATIONS OF GAOL WALL.
:* Length. Depth, Bjcadth, , Solid

feet, feet. feet. feet.
North Wall 106 3 3 954
South ditto 106 3 3 954
East ditto 106 3 3 954
West ditto 106 3 3 954

GAOL WALL ABOVE GROUND.
Length. Depth. Breadth. Solid
feet. feet. feet. feet.

NortKWall 106 10 ^ 2650
South ditto 106 10 2650
East ditto 106 10 ' 2^ 2650
West ditto 106 10 2l_ 2650

A small projection of-lhc corners of the Wall for ren
dering it more secure and safely kept, 700

The total of 15156 cubic feet makes 210 loiscs rec
koning 72 solid feet per toiie.

15116.
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CAL< I'L'ATlON of ihf Exprnw of BuilJiog i^»c above Four OUl
jiousi:s.

Ibr Coot out of ihv Ml ill four <)»! 110111*# tOpvtWr ®r^*> '
smoiifiti t« t.'OJ' fcvt, *>'hu"h Irftgth vi jib lltc iSi'ck-
orfin of ihb wall jn iltc fvniiidaiiori, any 2J frrt, and
alx'vr pfiutncl 2 fret, atul ilie total Itcight incli'ihrp
l)»f llfpth of tbf fouiuii:tion«, s»T 13 fdJlTftVil.

length l)rplh * Thi^kricas Cubic
foot, fort. fcrt. , fctt.
IMS S 2i
iMS ]0 2 '• 4l(K>

STiJO
Tbf iibovr 5T20 cubic fort irinkf T9 C-5tb» Toiaea of Masonry, say

tbrrr.f(>rr.

TO 2-3iir» Toiscs of Masonry* on ibr
farcf principle of cost in mateiials of
Stoiic, Lime, Sand, Masonry lis a<i-
miitrd in tbr calculatmn for ihc (iaol

and C-oun Hall, will be £560 fi 0
Flanks, Pnards, Ilaf;crt>,\Vjndnvc'Jambs,

lAonrs, Window I'l-ami-s and Glass,
Tin Covering, 120 0 0

«bO 0^ 0

Sundries—Paints# 03 and Painting, - .
. Freight from Quebec of Materials &
Cash for the purposes of tbc Gaol
and Court Hall, 50 0 0

The n.akirtg the iloads brlnnging to the fotir acre lot of .
Gaol and Court Hall, fonamg a sqtiarr, to tbc road
mclcaipg the same, 40 0 0

TRTASURER and CLERKS.
Sabry provided at the time of the Giants of Money

hitherto made, 00 0 0
I>nto ditto, necessary in tW opinion of tbc Commis- •

sioners for his additional trosble and TTRponsibiliiy
to be yet made to him, should a frrsb grant of mo-
Twy be pai«ed,*a3 fcccwnmeoded by the Commission
ers, ,. - . ... I!' , ■ - 90 0 0

ComniMnorn to an A|;ew; at Quebec, for tbeacmCT of
drawing aj^be Re^rrer Geicral's OfSct, the Goirfn-
ment mnniesj'and paying t W same to the Comnnasi-
onerg* ot^er, or Temitiing i nem mnner, about , 45 0 0

ADVAXCEfk
A Mcromgrr to be rmplcyed occsisionally in carrying

letters and acCOnmt vevpeesiBg the tdrove businesa,
fmrn the Seioor ComndvftioneT to "WiHiam Le JMaia-

f  tre. Esquire, the Seeamd CmTcn|i»sh:>n^ at Paspcbiac,
tiid other pcraaoa conrctncd in the erroting tbrrcof# 5 0 0

CBrr«ro\^e"«r# j^2241 2 PJ
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2 Geo. IV. Appendix, (T.)
JL

,  r" - ^ £2241 2. 9J
Advance* stated hy the CommUsionera to be due by

Provincial Government, nitd for which the Seni
or Commusloncr Is personally in advance, and also the
Trndesmeii'i Accounts unpaid, and some Uuprds and.
Plank, 5(C. not yet paid, iu all about „ 300 0 . 0

Stoves and Blfuikets, ■ ,60 0 0

WELL
Thp Cleansing thereof, the covering the same, with a
Drain of Stone work and some Carpenter work thereto, 25 C O

WARN. ,
A Wooden Barn wanted for the lot of Land in the, oc- ,

cupation of the Gaoler, and a necessary appendage
10 the use of the same, as granted by the Act of the
Provincial Legislature, 45 0 0

LAWSUIT.

A Law Suit by Olivier La Rue against the Commis
sioners for a considerable sum of money, balance of
a Masonry Account, about £220, and the expenses
incidental to the decision of tlie same now pending

• in the Court of King's Bench, if it should prove un-
■  favourable to the defence of the Commissioners, 300 0 0

CONTINGENCIES. .
Other Contingencies either short reckoned, or the ar

ticles above staicd-rtckoned short about . 228 17 2J

£320(r'o .0

Wc'the majority of ibc Commissioners for erecting jhc Gaol and
Court Hall at New Carlisle arc of opinion that the above Estimate for
completing and finishing the said Gaol and Court Hall at New Carlisle
together with appendages thereto is correct and proper,
•  . - New Carlisle, 6ih August, 1820-

AMASA BEBEE, Treasurer and Clerk,

Wm. CRAWFORD, Senior Commissioner.
k

ESTIMATE of the Expenses of the Particulars yet required for tli
completing and nnisliing the Gaol part of the Building by Govern
ment, in New Carlisle, for the purpose of a Gaol and Court Hall.

Fixing up a second range of Iroq^Gratings in the win- j
iTow openings ot 'Gaol apartments, the window in
inside passage of ditto, the window openings in
Gaoler's suit of rooms, and window of passage or
stair on ground story and leading to Court Hall, (the
first rhnge stands on soft stone,) /^SO 0 C

Stone Scwcr on outside of West Gable to Complete the'
insiflc Privy to the Gaol, materials of stone, lime,
sand and mason work, and leading the inside of that
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SO 0 0

2- 0 0

10 0

0

11.

l)arl of il iutiiJc on ihc bollom,

Spout for conveying water down from spoulB oniic
building under roof, painting and iron for fastening it
to the wall. This spout comes down ilie wall ami is
turned into the inside Privy, which thereby is washed
clean by every shower of lain.

The ceiling of the Gaol 'looms and inside passage,
Boards and Carpenter's work remaining yet to be done
in laying down the second flooring over head ihc

■  "Gaol Ilonms and #aid,pas«agc in the Court Hall, and
laying betwixt the two floors sheets of iron which arcready for that purpose, to be expended, say 10 0 0

Lathing on partition of one of the Gaol Rootps ad
joining Privy requires to be plastered before a stove
pipe can pass tbiougli it to the fire place, and except
this be done, that (iaol Rooln and the other one to
the Eastward of. it cannot be used during the winter,

4- Bedsteads, Chairs and Tables, 5 10
">2 Iron Stoves and P'pcs, o n n
12 Blankets 158; each,
4 Paillasses, 208. each, ^ ^ 4 U U
Window Shutters of Gaol Rooms and Passage in the

inside omitted above, which must be secured in lu-
pidc with iron bolts locked np with padlocks. Also,
there should be window shutters put up in Gaoler's
apartments and on the window to stair leading from
said story to Court Hall, the improvement of the
first and making of the others, ^ ̂  ̂

jf132 0 0

New'Carll8lc,6ih August, 1820.^^ ,/m i,
.  AMASA BEBEE, Treasurer and Clerk.
•  I

Wm. CBAWFOUD, Senr. Commissioner
for Gaol and Cotirt Hall New Carlisle.

- The first range of Iron Gratings being only fixed in soft or free sloni
by miscooduct of the Master Mason and of no use as a defence or sccu


