GASPE OF YESTERDAY

THE FIRST GAOL AND COURT HALL
AT
NEW CARLISLE

Provided for by an Act of the Legislature
in 1808 and ratified by His Majesty-in-
Council in 1810 , the first Gaol and Court
Hall in the District of Gaspé at New Car-
lisle was erected under the supervision of
Commissioners William Crawford and William

LeMaistre.

KEN ANNETT

673.



675.

FIRST GAOL AND COURT HALL AT NEW CARLISLE

FOREWORD
The article, "BRITISH INFLUENCE IN GASPESIA", of this

GASPE OF YESTERDAY series, recalled that the introduction of the
British system of Justice to Gaspesia followed upon the Treaty of
Paris in 1763. The earliest step was the appointment of Justices
of the Peace whose mandate was to maintain peace and good order
in their respective communities. This was no easy task,for in
addition to the inevitable disputes and crimes within the various
settlements the summer fishing season brought great numbers of
seamen and fishermen to Gaspesian shores. Rum was plentiful and
made for rough and ready times. Tradition holds that both New
Carlisle and Percé had whipping posts to which lawbreakers were
bound to be punished by the lash.

In 1777 the first appointment of a Judge in the
District of Gaspé is reflected in the following extract of a

letter of Governor Haldimand to Felix O'Hara of Gaspe Basin:

"...to show you,however,I am not unmindful of the people's
interests and your deserts, I propose sending you down a
Commission of Judge of that District on that coast...you will
execute it, I am persuaded, to the best of your ability, for
the King's service and for the satisfaction of the loyal part
of His subjects. Only & 100 sterling is allowed for it..."

The instructions that accompanied O0'Hara's Commission as Judge

required that he proceed to convene a Court of Justice, appoint

a Court Clerk, a Sheriff or Bailiff and a Crier.
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Felix O‘Hara‘'s appointment as Judge coincided with perilous
times in Gaspesia. The American Revolutionary War brought raids
by privateers from New England on the fishery and settlements of
the District of Gaspé. Survival took precedence over creation of
Courts and Justice procedures. But the War had a positive aspect
in bringing to Gaspesia a significant number of United Empire
Loyalists as new, permanent settlers. They brought with them
strong traditions of British justice. The Mann family alone
would give Gaspesia its first Sheriff in the person of Thomas
Mann and a fellow Judge for Felix O'Hara in the person of Isaac
Mann,Jr. From another Loyalist family, Amasa Beebe would give long

and able service as Court Clerk.

In the period from 1785 to 1805 a series of increasingly urgent
petitions and representations were made to the Government at Quebec
by Gaspesians for a gaol and court hall. Then, as nocw, government
action was slow but in 1808 an Act was passed by the Provincial
Parliament to erect a gaol and court hall at New Carlisle. To
implement the provisions of this Act two Gaspesian Commissioners

were appointed - William Crawford and William LeMaistre.

PETITION OF That the Petitioners were named by His Excellency

COMMISSIONERS

Sir James Craig to the O0ffice of Commissioners for
FEB.8,1817

erecting the Gaol and Court Hall at New Carlisle

immediately after the Act of the Provincial Parl-
iment of 1808, being sanctioned by Mis Majesty in
Council in 1810,enacting the srection of the same;
and that they proceded to take every necessary measure for carrying

into execution the directions of the said Act,and as they were more



particularly instructed thereon,from time to time by His Majesty's

Provincial Government.

That the Petitioners represent that the Bill which was the found-
ation of the said Act, contained only,at first, the proposal of

a plan for building the said Gaol and Court Hall on a Stone Found-
ation and the walls to be of Cedar Logs, yet when the matter came
to be taken into consideration, it was deemed proper to insert an
additional clause givihg authority to the Provincial Government to
extend the said plan,regulating the construction of the Walls to be
either of Wood or partly of Wood and Stone or wholly of Stone and
which alteration being made and reported by a Committee was unanim-

ously adopted by the House and now forms part of the Act.

That His Majesty's Provincial Government having been pleased to
direct the Petitioners to build the said Gaol and Court Hall after
the manner of the latter part of the aforesaid alternative,viz: that
the Walls should be built of Stone; the Petitioners did accordingly
contract with a Master Mason for the same on the best and most
advantageous terms they could then procure,and have also since given
every attention to all other parts of the work required for the
completing and finishing of the said Gaol} and Court Hall in the
purchasing of various materials from Quebec and the employment of

Carpenters, Blacksmiths, Labourers erc.

That the Petitioners humbly represent that the total amount that has
been appriopriated for the erecting of the premises by Acts of the
Provincial Parliament has been L 2100,which was granted at two differ-
ent times,to wit - the sum of & 1000 by the original Act and the
remaining part, the sum of & 1100 by an amending Act in 1814 and

the Petitioners were led to make the application for that additional



sum as the previous grant was simply a calculation of the
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presumed

expense that would be incurred if the Walls of the Gaol and Court

Hall were built wholly of Cedar Logs,and therefore the said pecun-

iary provision had no reference to any of the other plans in the

alternatives introduced in the Act, the most expersive,as well as

the most useful of these having been adopted.

The Petitioners have already signed a Petition

to this House dated 7th May instant setting

forth the amount of the expenditure that has

been contracted and that the said expenditure

consisted of actual disbursement to the amount

o £ 2195 4 8and 1/4

And likewise of a sum owing to sundry persons,

as settled with them and booked to their credit % 115 19 5and 3/4

Outstanding to sundry persons which are not yet

ascertained or settled; viz: Andrew Caldwell;for

Blacksmith Work, Robert and Andrew Caldwell for

Carpenter Work; Nicolas Renouf for Carpenter Work;

Amasa Beebe for Cedar Posts and Barn ...... ceeans £ 135 10 O
T 2446 14 2

Estimate of the expenditure necessary for

completing and finishing the Gaol and Court

Hall as of May 7th, 1816.....00vun.. e £ 889 10 O

Further expenses 38 10 O
% 3374 14 2

Grants of 1808 and 1914 £ 2100 o O

Sum required to complete and finish £ 1274 14 2
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THE PETITION OF WILLIAM CRAWFORD

AND WILLIAM LE MAISTRE

COMMISSIONERS FOR ERECTING THE

GAOL AND COURT HALL AT NEW CARLISLE,
IN THE DISTRICT OF GASPE AND PROVINCE
OF LOWER CANADA.

APPENDIX "T" OF THE JOURNAL OF THE
LEGISLATURE OF LOWER CANADA FOR 1821.
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n)dix To the nghl Honourable the P.in of ]‘)a-!h.omk, Captain dcnéml and
(1)
walbmeeey
hEcly.

Y = = R - gTrYi 2. ~y mrprey
Fad . Do o

———

Crovernor In Chief in and. over -the. Piovinces . ol Lairer - Caunda,
Upper Caundn, Nova Scotla, New Brunswick,: thie Island of New-
foundland, &c. &c. &¢, dnd Vice Admirl of the same, &e. &e. &e.!

The Petition of Willinm Crawford and \I\'m‘}dm"'l,g Mniatrc. t‘h‘n ;x;na
k'“y of the Commissioners for erecting the (ool und Coure - Hall wt
cew Carlinley dn the Distrlgt of Guwspd and Provinee of Lower Canada,

1umbly Sheweth,

. . el
That your Lordship’s Petitionees have been at great ﬁalnn to ~qpre sard
an Entimate of the total Fxpanes necessary to the completing and .6l
nishing the oforcaaid Gaol and Court Hall at New Carlisle, and to nr-
mnﬁc the snme um!cf ;hc respective heads, which are principally, the
discharging of certain advances made by the senior Commissioner, he.
ehtas mbier aneave due tiadesmen,  ‘The ecomploting wad Hndshing e
building. ‘T'he erecting of a stone wall to surround the premises, T'he
erecting ol certaln neccasary out-houses to be built of the mnterlal of
stone, &¢. &, &e, forming an amount of three thowand and two hun-

dred pounds currency, and which mid Ystimate is ho:eunto annexed,
"Thay your Lotdohip®a Petitioners think iv their luty to stnte, that the
circumatance of that part of the above building destined fora Gaol be-
fng telt unfie for the reception of Prsonera fur several years past fiom
the want of funda has been truly felu as a public grievance within the
District of Gaspé, the impunity operating in the production of offen-
Cee, ' :
May it therefore plense your, Lordahip to take the promises into con-
sideration, and to dispose thercof as in your great wiu}om may seem fit
and proper, and your Lordship’s Petitioncrs ag in duty bouud will cver
humbly pray. ' -
. WILLTAM CRAWFORD.,:
WIHLIAM LEMAISTRE, «
_ Carleton, 28th July, 1§20. '

-
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GENERAL ESTIMATE—~GAOL and COURT HALL.

YTirst. For the completing and finishing the Gaol and Court 1lall as
it is now erected, measuring forty-cight feet by thirty.two feet, will re-
quire nearly less, or more, : . £500 0 0

N. B. T'here is a good deal to be done in the inside
of the Gaol and Court Hall, as in the sccond floorings
of-the {irst and second storics, and the flooripg of the
attic story to be laid: the ‘:artitinm of the offiées of
Judge.and Magistrates, Clerk and Sheriff ’s, “doors of
the sccond story, benches or seats for the accommodati-

on of Partics, Witnessses or others attending on bu-

sincas in the Court Hall, Judge and Magistratea’ Bench,

Witnessea’ Box, Jury Boxes, Desks, Denches and

other fittings up in the Jury Rooms and in the above .
Offices, &c. King's Arms over Judge and Magistrates’ '

I
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Bench, removing [ron Gratings 10 fix them in the part
of the window openings, 'where the stone is hard, and

681.

making aquares of Iron for each st of gratings, so™ v

as the same may be fastened by bolts, will occusion the
purchase of [ron and work of a Blacksmith, a drain on
the outside of the Gaol forghe Privy made in the inside
thereof, to be made of Mason work, &e &c. &c.

- ] CAOL WALL.

Second, The building of a stone wall is necessary for
the security of the Ga[r\){ and whichis to take in the well
which 13 distant from the front of the building forty-
three fect must be of the dimensions of 106 feet from
North to South, and 108 feet from East to West is also
requisite, so that access may be had for a carriage be-
tween the Gable and the Wall, and also as'it may be’ ne-
cessary to builda Wing or small Out House or Out
Hauscs to cach Gable ;:)r the purposes of washing, ba.
king, storing provisions for the prisoners, depositing
Records of Court, a Privy, as represented more parti-
cularly in the following item. : $

Length, Depth, Bieadth,

feet. feet, - feet.
North Wall 106 3 8
South ditto 106 3 - 8
Fast ditto 106 3 3
West ditto 108 8 3

GAOL WALL ABOVE GROUND.
Length, Depth. Breadth.

feet. feet. - feet.,
North Wall 106 10 23
South ditto 106 10 24
East ditto . 106 . 10 - 2}
‘West ditto 106, 10 - 2%

A small projection of-the corners of the Wall for ren-

_ dering it more secure and safely kept,

FOUNDATIONS OF GAOL WALL.

Solid

feet,
954
05+%
954
954

Sulid

feet.
2650
2650
2650

26560

700

15116,

The total of 15156 cubic fcft 'r"nakca'Q 10 (oiacé rec-

koning 72 solid fect per toise, -
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CALCULATION of the Expense of Building the above T'our ouT
HOUSLES. :
The Contour of the mid four Ou Houses topether ey
smeutts to P08 fret, which length with the (ack- :
ness of 1ht wall in the foundatan, say 21 fect, and
rhove pround € feer, and the total height snclodieg
the depth of the foundations, sav 18 {@FTTARIL

Length Depth * Thickness  Cubic
feet, fert, feer. feet.
¥ 208 - 8 24 - 15t
’ ] 10 B Yo 4160 7
. —_— -
5720
*The thove 55720 culic feet make T8 ©.5ths Towes of Masonry, say

thercfore,

T 2314 Toises of Masonry on the
rarce priociple of cost in marenals of
Stone, Lime, Sand, Masonry a5 2d-
muted in the ealeulavon for the Gaol
and Count Hall, will be - £360 O O
Plarks, Roards, Rafiers, Winfow Jambhs, =
Doors, Window YTramss uud Glass,

T Covenng, 120 0 0 .
" 480 0 O

Sundries—DPaintg, O 2od Painting, . oo

. Fraght from Quebee of Materials &

Cash for the purposes of the Geol

and Court Hall, ' 50 0 0
The making the Roads belonging to the four acre Jot of .

Gaol and Count Hall, forminp 2 sguare, to tbe road

eaciomng the same, : 40 0 ¢

TRLASURER and CLERKS.

Salery provided m tbe time of the Grants of Money

hitherio made, . . . 60 0 0
Dinto dnre, necessarr in the opinion of the Commis.'

goners for his addmonal troeble and responsbility |

to be vet made 1o him, shonld 2 fresh gremt of mo-

ney be passed, a3 recommended by the Commission-

ors, - e = - @ e 8 0 0
Commimion to an. Apent ar Qovebee, for the apener of |

drzwmp agahe Receiver Gereral’s Office, the Govern-

ment momes,'and prying the same 10 the Comms-

oners’ order, or remitting 1fem money,zbout . 45 0 O
' » ... 'ADVANCES.
A Mersenper to be employed oconvionally in carrying
 letrers and actimms respecting the sbove business,

from the Srvior Commiesioner 1o 'William Le Maiw-

tre, Erguire, 1he Second Commissionér »t Paspebinc,

#nd other persony concerned in the ereeting thereof, s 00

S T o Cnrriv}d\vm, L2281 2 9}
\' B ) . . L

B e o

o L. e t
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Casone T Pronght over, - £2241 2, 9)
Advances stated by the Commissioners to be due by, .~
.. thp Provincial Government, and for which the .Seni. )
or Commissioner is personally inadvance, and alsothe .
Tradesmen’s Accounts anpaid, and some Boards and.

Plauk, &c. not yet paid, inullabout _ . 800 0.0
. Stoves and Blankets, .- - - 60 0 0
S CWELL. . . - L
, The Cleansing thereof, the covering the same, witha =
Drain of Stoné work and some Carpenter work thereto, 25 0 0
~ e BARN: - -

A Wooden Barn wanted for the lot of Land in tbé, oc-
- cupation of the Gaoler, and a necessary appendage
~ to the use of the same, as granted by the Act of the

. Provincial Legislature, . - .- ‘ 45 0 0O

- . LAW SUIT. . . -

A Law Suit by Olivier La Rue against the Commis=

sioners for a considerable sum of money, balance of.
a Masonry Account, about £220, and the expenscs
incidental to the decision of the same now pending
~in the Court of King’s Bench, if it should prove un-
favourable to the dcﬁncc of the Commissioners, 300 0 0
A . CONTINGENCIES. . .
~ Other Contingencies either short reckoned, or the ar.
ticles above stated reckoned short about - 228 17 9

£3200°°0 .0
. We: the majority of the Commissioners for erecting the Gaol and
Court Hall at New Carlisle are of opinion that the above Estimate for
completing and finishing the said Gaol and Court Hall at New Carlisle
together with appendages thereto is correct and proper. )
= - New'Carlisle, 6th August, 1820.- :
AMASA BEBEE, Treasurer and Clerk,

-

Wa. CRAWEFO RD, Senior Commissioner. .

ESTIMATE of the Expenses of the Particulars yct required for th
completing and finishing the Gaol part of the Building by Govern
ment, in New Carlisle, %or the purpose of a Gaol and Court Hall.

.- Fixing upa sccond range of Iron Gratings in the win.

' dow ofienings ot Gaol apartments, the window in

; inside passage “of ditto, the window  openings in

| Gaoler's suit of rooms, and window of passage or

| stair on ground story and leading to Court Hall, (the

’ . first range stands on soft stone,) L50 0 (
Stone Sewer on outside of West Gable to complete the-

| inside Privy to the Gaol, materials of stone, lime,

' sand and mason work, and leading the inside of that

-
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*p;\n of it tmside on the bottom, . 80 0 O
" Spout for conveying water down from spouts of tlhe =7+ ’

building under roof, painting and iron for fastening it

to the wall. | This spout comes down the wall and is

turned into the inside Privy, which thereby is washed .

clean by every shower of 1ain, >.0 0
The ceiling of the Gaol Rooms and inside passage,

Boards and Carpenter’s work remaining yet to be done

in laying down the second flooring over head the
" ~Gaol Rosms and said pastage in the Court Hall, and
" laying betwixt the two floors sheets of iron which are

ready for that purpose, to be expended, say 10 0 0O
Lathing on partition of one of the Gaol Rooms ad-
joining Privy requires to be plastered before a stove
pipe can pass through it to the fire place, and except
1his be done, that Gavl Room and the other one to

'"the Eastward of. it cannot be used during the winter, 210 0

. 4 Bedsteads, Chairs and Tables, 510 0
Y9 Iron Stoves and Pipes, 10 0 0O
““12 DBlankets 158 each, 77 T T T - D 0 O
4 Paillastes; 20s. each, 4 0 0

Wiadow Shutters of Gaol Rooms and Passage in the
inside omitted above, which must be secured in m--
side with iron bolts locked up with padlocks. ~ Also,
there should be window shutters put up in Gaoler’s
apartments and on the window to stair leading from
said story to Court Hall, the improvement of the
first and making of the others, - 9.0 0

£182 0 0

~ ‘New Carlisle, 6th Ai:gusﬁ 1820. . . -
S - AMASA BEBEE, Treasurerand Clerlf..

W, CRA\VFORD,'Senr. Commissioner
~for Gaol and Court Haﬂ New Carlisle. '
- ~-"The first range of Tron Gratings being only fixed in soft or frce stont
by misconduct of the Master Mason and of no use as a defence or secu
rty, : . ’



